
#18 – Part one of Individual assignment 

	Course description
The following course is targeted towards third year Occupational Therapy students undertaking a unit in evidence-based research. Now that they are in their 3rd year of study these students are required to locate and utilise a range of more scholarly information sources as part of assessment requirements.  Up until now they have not received a great deal of instruction in the use of databases, including citation indexes.  The lecturer has been disappointed in the quality of literature cited by students in previous years and has requested a series of information skills tutorials, of which this is one, to better equip current students with the skills they need to find good quality literature.
The course will be delivered by small group training. Because there is a total of 30 students the group will be split into two groups of 15 in order to facilitate the learning process through interactive discussions and activities. The workshop will be run twice over a couple of days. 

I have chosen this delivery method for the following reasons:

· To provide a more engaging and less intimidating learning environment for shy learners to help students develop effective information-seeking skills.  
· To give students the opportunity to monitor their own learning progress and interact with others in the sharing of ideas through group discussion and through working with others on the hands-on activities if they so choose.
· The group size is small enough to provide hands-on help if required as the session involves hands-on activities.
· The training room accommodates up to 20 participants with work stations for each, however, I have found that a group of 15 is more manageable to work with.
Although it is assumed that students will have a similar level of computer proficiency, the practice sessions will cater to a range of levels and offer a choice of advanced and less advanced exercises.
Course Title
Digging deeper: searching for scholarly literature using citation indexes.

Course aims
To provide a comprehensive introduction to citation indexes and an in depth exploration of the process of searching indexes effectively to find quality and scholarly literature.  Participants will engage in practical activities to assist in the development of searching skills within citation indexes.
Course objectives
By the end of the course, participants will be familiar with:

· Citation indexes and their role in the information seeking process; 
· Two citation indexes subscribed to by the library, Web of Knowledge and Scopus, and the web search engine, Google Scholar;
· Advanced searching techniques and the use of additional features to find relevant citations in Web of Science, Scopus and Google Scholar;
· The process of tracking citations and following a research trail in Web of Science and Scopus;
· Saving searches and setting up search alerts in Web of Science and Scopus in order to keep up to date with the latest literature in a particular field of research.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course participants will be able to:

· Define citation indexes, explain how they differ to other databases and what their place is in the information searching process;

· Competently execute effective search strategies to retrieve relevant citations in Web of Science, Scopus and Google Scholar; 
· Describe and apply the process of tracking citations and follow a research trail in Web of Science and Scopus; 
· Maintain currency with the latest literature in a specific research area by saving searches and creating and maintaining searching alerts in Web of Science and Scopus. 
Course schedule

Time

Key points

Delivery method

Resources

Duration

9.30 -9.45

Welcome & introduction

Informal chat

Handout: 
Course program
Attendance sheet
15 minutes

9.45 – 10.00
Citation Indexes 
de-mystified.  

Powe Point Presentation

Handout: 
Power Point slides

15 minutes
10.00-10:45
The nitty gritty:
Web of Science
Search strategies
Tracking citations
Search alerts
Questions/discussion
Short PowerPoint Presentation
Demonstration
Practical exercise
Group discussion
Handout:
Quick guide to searching Web of Science
Exercise sheet
45 minutes
10.45 – 11:00
REFRESHMENT BREAK 
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15 minutes
11.00 – 11:45
Scopus
Search strategies
Tracking citations
Search alerts
Questions/discussion

Short PowerPoint Presentation
Demonstration
Practical exercise
Group discussion
Handout:
Quick guide to searching Scopus
Exercise sheet
45 minutes
11:45 – 12.15
Google Scholar
Search strategies
Tracking citations
Questions/discussion
Short PowerPoint Presentation
Demonstration
Practical exercise
Group discussion
Handout:
Quick guide to searching Scopus
Exercise sheet
30 minutes
12:15 – 12.30
Summary & Evaluation

Questions/Feedback/
Discussion

Course evaluation form

15 minutes




